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CONSCRIPTION

NOTE FOR THE MINISTER FOR WAR

DRESDEN, September 27, 1813.

THE Minister of War will make a report to introduce the
proposed senatus-consulte on conscription.

He will say that we are asking for 200,000 men merely to
impress Europe, and that the conscription for 1815 will not
really be enforced until the following year. As regards the
120,000 men from the older classes, they are scarcely one-
seventh of those still available, of whom there are more
than 900,000: 120,000 are enough for the moment; but if
more were needed later on, the number would have to be
doubled; even so, the rest of the 900,000 who have not been
called up must hold themselves in readiness to join up, if
circumstances require it.

The Minister will say:

That the Emperor has given Austria no cause for com-
plaint, as indeed is shown by the Austrian manifesto; that
he refused to negotiate at Prague, because war was already
determined; that the choice between peace and war did not
turn upon one province more or less, but upon the powers
of Europe, who, in their jealousy of France, saw and seized
what they thought was a good opportunity to show their
resentment; that the enemies of French renown listened to
nothing but the inner voice of hatred; and that, whilst
there are doubtless some sensible men amongst them who
condemn the war, there are just as many who talk of nothing
but the devastation of our lands.

That England, as Europe is aware, has rejected every
proposal of peace, and that she will not listen to anything
until she is in a position to dictate the secret terms she wishes
to impose upon us, to dose the mouth of the Scheldt, and
to forbid our having more than 30 men-of-war. What
Frenchman would purchase peace at such a price?
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